MEDIA ADVISORY


GA-PILA: 9 COMMUNITY MEMBERS TO APPEAR IN COURT   

25 September 2018

The Freedom of Expression Institute (FXI) today announced the trial of 9 members of the Ga-Pila community on charges of public violence and trespassing. FXI believes that the matter has public interest regarding the right to protest as well as dignity when communities are often short-changed when relocated for mining purposes. 

Criminal Trial

Where: Mokopane Magistrates Court
               70 Hooge Street
               MOKOPANE
               Limpopo 
              
When: 28 September 2018 
 
The Ga-Pila community has had a long-running dispute with Anglo Platinum stemming from negotiations in 1991 which resulted in a dissatisfactory relocation site and relocation packages for the community to accommodate Mogalakwena Platinum mine. Attempts to prevent relocation to the chosen Sterkwater site in 2001 resulted in violent clashes which led to the injury of the Ga-Pila Association director and other community members.  The relocation was postponed, commenced later in the year and was completed in 2013. 
As a result of this dispute, protest action took place on the morning of the 4 June 2018 when the Ga-Pila Sterkwater Community residents went to the Mogalakwena Mine and gathered in a peaceful sit-in at the mine gate. The residents handed a memorandum to mine manager Richard Cox despite their preferred recipient being the CEO, Chris Griffiths.  
The police subsequently asked the residents to move from the gate to enable miners to leave the premises. As the residents moved as requested the police allegedly shot rubber bullets and teargas at them.  9 residents were then arrested and were charged with public violence and trespassing on 16 June 2018 at the Mahwelereng Police Station. They were granted bail of R500 each on 18th June 2018. The accused then appeared in court on 7 August 2018 where the FXI became attorneys of record for their defence. The trial date was then set for 28 September 2018.
 _________________________________________________________________________________

Contact persons
Representative of one of the 9 accused Daniel Maphoto 072 253 1410
FXI’s Nompumelelo Kekana (011)482-1913 or 079 232 1937
FXI’s Rea Simigiannis (011)482-1913 or 082 859 4856
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